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Conscientious Objection to Military Service
versus Warfare

Turkiye does not recognize the human right to
conscientious objection to military service. Consci-
entious objectors experience a lifelong “civil death”
in the country. They face persecutions, fines and pri-
son sentences. With their decision, they are clearly
opposing militarization in Turkiye and war.

Conscientious objectors and their supporters are
active together in the group Vicdani Ret izleme
(Conscientious Objection Watch). We have invited
them to visit us and tell us about their work and the
situation they live in. There will be thus an opportu-
nity to also hear personal experiences of conscien-
tious objectors. They will talk about their strategies
of resistance against conscription and war in Tur-
kiye. They will also speak about their contacts with
groups in the Kurdish regions and discuss whether
conscientious objection can be a way to end the
war in the region. Furthermore they will present the
work of Vicdani Ret izleme and invite you to join
them in strengthening the efforts to refuse war and
against conscription.

We are excited to meet with them
and invite you to join in.

Merve Arkun is one of the vice presidents of the Euro-
pean Bureau for Conscientious Objection and an exe-
cutive member of War Resisters’ International, will give
briefings on the current situation of the right to consci-
entious objection in Tuirkiye and examples of the work
carried out. She will also share gender perspectives on
conscientious objection as a human right.

Hiiseyin Civan is a conscientious objector and has
been subjected to restrictions on his civil rights and is
experiencing,civil death” (a term used by the European
Court of Human Rights to describe the situation of
conscientious objectors in Turkiye) due to his refusal to
serve in the army.

The event will be held in English with German trans-
lation.

The tour is organised by Connection e.V. and War
Resisters’ International and supported in Frankfurt/M.
by Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft - Vereinigte Kriegs-
dienstgegnerlnnen (DFG-VK) Frankfurt and Ev. Ar-
beitsgemeinschaft furr Kriegsdienstverweigerung und
Frieden (EAK).

Account for donations to Conscientious Objection
Watch: DE41 3702 0500 0020 1512 41 at Connection e.V.



